Justin Smith

Here’s how we use Gaggle in my class.
 
1)     We use Gaggle as a secure method of email. The student accounts are designed to allow only emails between the students and from our school email addresses. We’ve blocked all external emails (yahoo, AOL, hotmail, etc.) so that we can create a safe and secure method of emailing for our students. Gaggle email also automatically filters emails, so if students are being inappropriate in their emails, messages are blocked and the administrator is notified of the inappropriate actions.
2)     We use Gaggle for blogging in my class as well. To practice FCAT writing skills, I have a daily journal which requires students to answer a particular question to start the class period off. I have the students log on to Gaggle and create a new blog each day to answer their question. Not only does it teach them blogging skills, it also makes grading their journals very easy since Gaggle automatically attaches a time/date stamp to their entries.
3)     Gaggle also provides online storage. In the past, students have claimed to have lost their flash drives, left their work at home, etc. However, since they have digital storage space online, they are encouraged to use this as a fail-safe method of keeping their files.
4)     We’ve used Gaggle together with Google Documents to create a virtual classroom. The students are able to create google accounts and share files and work collaboratively using these 2 services. This helps particularly in assignments where students are in groups spread out among different class periods.  
